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Freshmen often have a collective nearsighted attitude as they enter high school: the next four years are 
practically the rest of their lives. This misconception is too widespread. These youngsters don't realize 
that success in life is cumulative; high school is just one of the important factors. At my high school, this 
misconception is corrected immediately in order for freshmen to change their attitude the first day of 
classes. The program that has helped the staff administer this message is a 2-year associate’s degree 
program that can be earned on-site at my local high school. This opportunity keeps students' eyes on 
their future while providing them the tools to succeed in the present. 
 
There are many options for the high achievers and students just getting by in school. Constant calls 
home and meetings with deans support the struggling students. For the high achievers, there are over 
fifteen AP courses offered. There is even a Post-Secondary Education Option, where bright students can 
stop taking courses at the high school and commute to local colleges and universities to earn credit. 
Unfortunately, these programs are just for outlier students. The middle quartiles were previously left to 
fend for themselves at most high schools. These students would graduate without taking a class that had 
the rigor of a college course. Even worse, this lack of exposure to difficult courses left their educational 
potential up in the air. These students had to commit to either two or four year programs without 
knowing if they would succeed in receiving a return on their investment. Early College is the solution to 
all of these concerns. 
 
The Early College program was first introduced to my high school two years ago. We were the first high 
school in the entire country to implement the program. My high school and the local community college 
collaborated to offer college courses taught by high school faculty. These classes range from 
Interpersonal Communications to Pre-calculus. Each community college course students take will 
cumulate towards their associate’s degree and high school diploma. The most enticing part of the 
program is that it’s not designed for top-tier scholars. Instead, this program was meant to be utilized by 
the 25th-75th percentile students. There are several benefits to having this program geared towards the 
‘average’ student. Many of these young adults are not positive if they can handle the rigor of a college 
course. The early college classes give insight to their academic limits before they make the financial 
commitment. This program also encourages students on the edge of pursuing a higher education to 
continue their learning. This is because the financial burden is greatly minimized from already 
completing an associate’s degree free of charge. The return on investment a student needs to make a 
bachelor’s degree worthwhile is now only the cost of two years of college instead of four years.  
 
The Early College program has been wildly successful. New courses are added yearly to the school’s 
curriculum. The popularity of these classes is growing among students. Even students at the top of their 
class are beginning to take these courses in order to reap the benefits of college preparedness. Next 
year’s graduating class will contain the first students that have completed this program. Many of these 
students will be receiving not only their high school diploma, but also their associate’s degree. College 
preparedness can have many different facets, ranging from study habits to ACT scores. However, I 
cannot imagine a more useful and desirable program for college preparedness than graduating high 
school with two years of college already under your belt – free of charge. 
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